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REGIONAL DIRECTOR
Eureka!
After nearly three years, I made my first office visit to Eureka!
They certainly have their meteorological and hydrologic challenges.
After arrival on a beautiful sunny day, the rains came and the
winds kicked up to more than 40 knots.  I had the opportunity to
meet with commercial fishermen and discuss their needs. They are
pleased with the services provided by the Eureka WFO and have an
excellent relationship with the office staff.  Troy Nicolini and
John Lovegrove developed a course on marine weather to aid the
fishermen in better understanding weather on the Pacific.  The
fishermen particularly value the swell period forecast provided by
the WFO.  Eureka does an excellent job in outreach and it was
evident during my meetings with the fishermen and the county
emergency services.  Incidentally, Nancy Dean is in College Park,
Maryland as I write to receive the Bronze Medal for Eureka’s marine
program. Congratulations to WFO Eureka and thanks for a great
office visit! Keep up the good work.

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES DIVISION

STATEMENT OF THE WEEK:  The Western Region (WR) experienced a major
change in the weather pattern during the Thanksgiving Holiday
period.   We went from an abnormally dry ridge to a series of
powerful storm systems.  By Monday, November 26, the Salt Lake
Airport had broken the all-time record for monthly precipitation
for November with 3.15 inches (old record 2.96 inches).  It was
also the wettest Thanksgiving Day ever in Salt Lake City with 1.27
inches of rain!  The Little Cottonwood Canyon, home to Alta and
Snowbird ski resorts, picked up 100 inches of snow in five days,
about one-fifth of a normal seasonal total.  Heavy snow was noted
across all major mountain ranges from southern Utah northward. All
WR WFOs involved did an outstanding job issuing outlook statements
calling for a major change to stormy weather two to three days in
advance. Follow-up watches and warnings were timely and accurate.
This week’s statement of the week was an outlook issued by WFO Salt
Lake City written by forecaster Mark Struthwolf and Larry Dunn and
represents a sample of the many excellent products issued.
Congratulations to all! 
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SPECIAL WEATHER STATEMENT
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SALT LAKE CITY UT
226 PM MST WED NOV 21 2001

...WINTER WEATHER TO FINALLY ARRIVE AND WILL STAY...

AFTER A MILD AND GENERALLY DRY FALL A SERIES OF COLD WINTER STORMS
WILL ENTER THE GREAT BASIN STARTING THURSDAY.  VALLEY RAIN AND
MOUNTAIN SNOW WILL BEGIN LATE TONIGHT IN THE WESTERN PART OF UTAH
AND SPREAD OVER THE STATE THURSDAY.  HEAVY SNOW IS POSSIBLE
THURSDAY IN THE NORTHERN MOUNTAINS.  AS TEMPERATURES FALL THURSDAY
NIGHT RAIN WILL CHANGE TO SNOW OVER THE REST OF THE AREA EXCEPT THE
LOWEST ELEVATIONS OF DIXIE AND LAKE POWELL.  LOCALLY HEAVY SNOW IS
POSSIBLE THURSDAY NIGHT IN ALL OF THE MOUNTAINS AND HIGHER VALLEYS.
AREAS TO THE SOUTH AND EAST OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE COULD ALSO SEE
LOCALLY HEAVY SNOW THURSDAY NIGHT AND FRIDAY MORNING.  STRONG WINDS
WITH THIS STORM WILL PRODUCE AREAS OF BLOWING AND DRIFTING SNOW AT
TH HIGHER ELEVATIONS.  HIGH TEMPERATURES FRIDAY WILL BE 10-20
DEGREES COLDER THAN TODAY.

FRIDAY NIGHT AND EARLY SATURDAY OFFER A BREAK BETWEEN STORMS AS
ANOTHER STRONG STORM IS POSSIBLE LATE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY.  PERSONS
PLANNING TRAVEL ON SUNDAY SHOULD MONITOR WEATHER FORECASTS THE NEXT
FEW DAYS.  STAY TUNED TO LOCAL TELEVISION AND RADIO OR NOAA WEATHER
RADIO TO MONITOR WINTER WEATHER WATCHES...WARNINGS...AND ADVISORIES
THROUGH THE HOLIDAY WEEKEND.  FORECASTS AND WARNINGS CAN ALSO BE
VIEWED AT HTTP://WWW.WRH.NOAA.GOV/SALTLAKE

Fire Weather Program:  The week of November 12, Scott Birch
attended two fire weather customer meetings in Sacramento and Lake
Tahoe.  The first meeting on November 14 was the California User
Assessment Team (UAT) meeting in Sacramento.  Nancy Dean (MIC
Eureka), Elizabeth Morse (MIC Sacramento - NWS team leader), Steve
Mendenhall (MIC Hanford) and Todd Morris (MIC Los Angeles) were the
NWS representatives on the UAT along with Scott.  The UAT reviewed
the 2001 fire season, discussed the NWS fire weather district
boundary proposal, and discussed methods for shadow fire weather
forecast dissemination and customer quality control. The next UAT
meeting is scheduled for April.

The second meeting was the Great Basin Wildfire Coordinating
Group(GBCG) meeting at Lake Tahoe, NV on November 15 and 16.  Scott
sits on the GBCG as a technical advisor, and during the meeting
gave a presentation on the next generation ATMU, the draft National
NWS/Fire Agency MOA, and preliminary Great Basin WFO 2001 Red Flag
warning verification.  Reno MIC Jane Hollingsworth also attended
the GBCG meeting.
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SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

NWS/COMET Outreach Program 2002 Request for Proposals: The
Cooperative Program for Operational Meteorology, Education and
Training (COMET) announces its 2001 Outreach Program Request for
Proposals (RFP) for National Weather Service (NWS) Cooperative
Projects.  A description of the projects and the proposal
submission requirements can be found on the Web at: 

http://www.comet.ucar.edu/outreach/coop.htm

If you are unable to access the Web and would like a hard copy of
the RFP, please contact Bonnie Slagel at bonnie@comet.ucar.edu and
one will be sent to you.  The first drafts of the NWS Cooperative
proposals are due to the appropriate NWS region by January 22,
2002, with the final version submitted to the Outreach Program on
March 15, 2002.

Applications for the smaller COMET Partners Projects are accepted
at any time.  Information about how to submit a proposal for a
Partners Project is available from the Outreach Program Web site
at:

http://www.comet.ucar.edu/outreach/part.htm

New Technical Attachment:  This week’s Technical Attachment(TA) is
entitled “Alternate Approaches to the Problem of Forecasting Heavy
Surf” and was written by David B. Elson of the Weather Forecast
Office in Portland, Oregon.  (Note: The TA will not be printed in
hard copy, but can be accessed on the web at
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov under “Technical Attachments.”

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

NOAA Weather Radio:  The Sedgewick Peak, ID NWR was installed on
November 16,2001 by WRH and WFO Pocatello personnel.  It covers the
Soda Springs and Hot Lava Springs area.  The 30-day acceptance test
will be conducted in the spring.  In the meantime, the site is
transmitting.

The Poplar, MT USDA grant NWR was approved.  It will be installed
sometime in spring.

IT Security Training: Western Region Headquarters (WRH) is hosting
a Managing Cisco Network Security "MCNS" course at the Federal
Building in Salt Lake during the week of November 25, 2001.  The
course covers IT security threats, AAA, PAP, CHAP, ACS, TACACS+,
RADIUS, Kerberos, Cisco Secure Policy Manager, PIX basics and
configuring access through PIX firewalls, managing multiple



4

firewalls, advanced PIX firewall features, configuring Cisco
perimeter routers, Cisco IOS IPSEC, scaling IOS IPSEC networks,
configuring VPN clients, configuring ACLs, evaluating security
policies, audits and many other topics as time permits.  WRH and WR
WFO personnel that will be installing Cisco PIX firewalls are
attending the training.  Eastern Region has one person attending
the training also.

ASOS Processor Upgrade:  ASOS Software Version 2.6y is still
causing warm starts whenever ALDARS is activated at the Vero Beach,
FL ASOS.  However version 2.6x was installed at a couple of other
ALDARS locations and has worked fine, so a decision has been made
to move forward with the next phase of the Operational Acceptance
test Plan (OAT) using version 2.6x.  The second phase of the OAT is
to install the processor upgrade at staffed aviation sites.  The
Western Region test site is Boise (BOI), ID.  

ASOS Communications Transfer:  Redding (RDD), CA is now
communicating with the ADAS and ALDARS has been activated.  Long
line communications are scheduled to be cut-over from AWIPS to ADAS
on December 4, 2001.  

Upcoming ASOS Software Loads:  Version 2.6I software will process
freezing rain sensor data to determine the thickness of ice
accretion during freezing rain and ice events.  Ice accretion
information will be available through direct download mode only.
The software will be installed at two Western Region test sites
(Pendleton (PDT), OR and Yakima (YKM), WA).  The Pendleton WFO will
assess the accuracy of the data and whether downloading the ice
accretion information was useful to them in real time.
Installation of 2.6I will either occur before December 15, 2001 or
early in the new year.  

Version 2.63 software will allow connection to an FAA system called
the Weather Systems Processor (WSP).  The test sites in Western
Region will be LAX, ONT, PDX, TUS, and SEA.  Here is a link for
information about the WSP,

 http://www.faa.gov/and/and400/and420/wsp/.

New software loads are now defined every six months.  Version 2.8
was defined in October of 2001 and version 3.0 will be defined in
January.  This means that after a software load is defined, no
changes identified after the closing date will be incorporated into
the load.  

Radar:  The next Open Radar Product Generator (ORPG) installations
will occur December 17, 2001 at Tucson and Las Vegas.  
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